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Theories of the Process of Development for Jargon and Pidgin
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Abstract: The aim of this paper is to consider theories regarding the processes involved in the
development of jargon and pidgin as viewed from the perspective of contrastive linguistics. This
research focused on former lepers at a specific location in Japan i.e. the National Sanatorium in
Kumamoto on the island of Kyushu in southern Japan. This community has developed a distinct
way of communicating with each other in terms of jargon. The research also draws comparisons
with the development of Pidgin languages especially Tok Pisin, the language spoken in Papua
New Guinea. The socio-historical background of Tok Pisin is related to sugarcane in Western
Samoa and Queensland. On the other hand, Pidgin English spoken in the Republic of Nauru
is situated just south of the equator near Ocean Island and the language is largely based on
China Coast Pidgin. In 1907, Chinese labourers were first imported in order to dig phosphate.
After that each year approximately 1000 Chinese labourers worked on the island. The contracts
were for three years, but they could renew their contracts. Their Pidgin English was brought
to the island to communicate with Nauruan people in the stores, restaurants and workshops
in phosphate mining. Over the years, it developed and changed and is still spoken today. The
author would like to show that both jargon and pidgin involve semantic categories such as +
solidarity, + productivity and — recordability. On the other hand, jargon can be distinguished
from pidgin by f+concealment. Also the author found that the residents of the National
Sanatorium in Kumamoto in southern Japan were and still are not willing to reveal their identity
when using jargon, which the scholar Umegaki also pointed out in earlier research. Namely,
the nature of group identity varies. The data comes from the author’s fieldwork which was
conducted in 2008 at the aforementioned National Sanatorium in Kumamoto, and again in the
same place in 2022 via a questionnaire survey.
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